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About the Program

Women in higher education are increasingly assuming academic administrative roles, encompassing governance,
administration, student engagement, and institutional innovation. Despite increased participation, many female
professionals in higher education institutions (HEls) continue to encounter institutional and cultural barriers to
decision-making processes and |leadership roles. This specialised Leadership Development Program (LDP) for Women
in Higher Education aims to empower women professionals by enhancing their leadership competencies, boosting
their confidence, and equipping them with the strategic, interpersonal, and leadership skills necessary for higher
leadership positions. Aligned with the Government of India's national policies, the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and Sustainable Development Goal 5 (Gender Equality), this program provides a dynamic platform for self-
reflection, personal and professional growth, peer exchange, and actionable strategies. It is specifically designed to
support and advance the distinctive leadership journeys of women in higher education institutions. This three-and-a-
half-day immersive training is ideal for aspiring and current women leaders who wish to shape the future of higher
education with vision, resilience, and transformational leadership.

Key Program Features

The program offers a rich set of features designed to create an impactful learning experience. Participants will benefit
from expert-led sessions with a special focus on insights from distinguished women leaders. The learning approach is
multimodal, incorporating interactive activities, hands-on exercises, and role-play simulations to foster deeper
engagement. Opportunities for peer networking and collaborative projects will further enhance professional
connections and shared learning. In addition, participants can look forward to engaging in panel discussions, as well
as practical tools aimed at building confidence, strategic thinking, and effective decision-making. A guided tour of
Mumbai is also included, adding a cultural and experiential dimension to the program.

Participants Profile

This program is open to a diverse group of women professionals in higher education. Eligible participants include
women faculty members such as Professors, Associate Professors, and Assistant Professors, a well as women
academic administrators, including Deans, Registrars, and Divisional Heads. It also welcomes professionals working in
Finance, Human Resources, Administration, Library, IT, and Estate departments. Additionally, the program is designed
to support and empower emerging women leaders who aspire to play key roles in higher education.

About IGIDR

Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research (IGIDR) is an
advanced research Institute established in 1987 by the Reserve
Bank of India in Mumbai to study national and global
development issues. The institute is recognised as a Deemed-
to-be University under Section 3 of the UGC Act and is

governed by a Board of Management comprising distinguished Contact:
academicians. IGIDR is located in the beautiful hillocks of ,

Goregaon (East) near Film City and has the architecture of the Mr. Samir Parab,
famous Ajanta and Ellora caves. You may find more information Administrative Offic

about IGIDR at: http://www.igidr.ac.in Off: 022-6909658¢
Mob: +91 80971719¢
Email: samir@igidr.a«
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Day 01- November 11, 2025 (Tuesday), Venue: Conference Room

Understanding Leadership Roles & Barriers

9.00 am - 9.30 am

Registration

930am —11.00 am

Prof. N.V. Varghese
Distinguished Visiting Professor IIT, Bombay,
Former Vice Chancellor, NIEPA, New Delhi.

Pre-Inaugural Address: Women in Education and
Employment

11.00 am — 11.30 am

Tea/Coffee Break

11.30am —12.50 pm

Inaugural Ceremony
11.30 am—11.35am

11.35am- 11.45 am

11.45 am - 12.05 pm

12.05pm - 12.45 pm

12.45 pm - 12.50 pm

Opening and Introduction:

Program Coordinator, Dr. Jai Mohan Pandit, Registrar,
IGIDR

Welcome Address and Chair:

Prof. Basanta K. Pradhan, Director and Vice-Chancellor,
IGIDR

Theme Address:

Prof. Pankaj Mittal
Secretary-General, Association of Indian Universities

Inaugural Address:

Prof. Santishree D. Pandit, Vice Chancellor, Jawaharlal
Nehru Univ. Delhi. Topic — Challenges to Women’s
Leadership in Higher Education.

Vote of Thanks: Prof. Vijay Laxmi Pandey, Professor, IGIDR

12.50 pm — 1.00 pm

Photo Session

1.00 pm —2.00 pm

Lunch Break — Cafeteria

2.00 pm—3.00 pm

Prof. Shalini Bharat
Former Director / Vice Chancellor, Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.

Diversity and Inclusion in the HEIs

3.00pm—-4.00 pm

Dr. Jai Mohan Pandit
Registrar, IGIDR, Mumbai.

Building Inclusive Academic Cultures : HR Innovation of]
Gender Equity and Sustainable Development

4.00 pm-4.15.pm

Tea/Coffee Break

4.15 pm—5.45 pm

Prof. Rajan Saxena
Former Vice Chancellor, NMIMS, Mumbai.

Women Leadership in Changing Environment of Higher
Education

5.45pm-"7.00 pm

Panel Discussion —1

Shattering Barriers: Repairing the leaky pipeline and
removing the glass ceiling in Academia.

Speakers:

Dr. Pina Mandar Bhatt
Pro VC, Silver Oak University, Ahmedabad

Dr. Archana Choudhary
Professor & Dean (Res.& Dev.) Birla
Global University, Bhubaneswar

Dr. Bharti Nandwani
Assistant Professor, IGIDR, Mumbai

Dr. Pushkarni Panchamukhi
Associate Dean RV University, Bengaluru

Moderator : Dr. Jai Mohan Pandit,
Registrar, IGIDR, Mumbai

7.30 pm - 9.30 pm

Dinner — Cafeteria
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Day 02- Navember 12, 2025 (Wednesday), Venue: Conference Room
Building Strategic Leadership Skills

10.00 am—11.00 am

Prof. Hemlata K.Bagla
Vice Chancellor, HSNC University,
Mumbai.

Her Vision, Her Voice: Crafting the Tomorrow of Higher
Education

11.00 am — 11.30 am

Tea/Coffee Break

11.30 am—12.30 pm

Prof. Anu Singh Lather
Vice Chancellor,
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University, Delhi.

Governance & Policy for Women Leaders

12.30 pm— 1.30 pm

Prof. Rupamanjari Ghosh
Former Vice-Chancellor
Shiv Nadar University, Delhi.

Women's Voice in Leadership: Breaking Stereotypes and
Building Confidence (Virtual)

1.30 pm - 2.15 pm

Lunch Break — Red Square

2.15pm-3.15 pm

Dr. Ashish Deshpande

Consultant Psychiatrist

Center for Mental Health Advocacy,
Research and Treatment Services
(CHMARTS), Mumbai.

Mental Health Matters: Strategies for Higher Education
Professionals and Academic Administrators

3.15pm—3.30 pm

Tea/Coffee Break

3.30pm—4.30 pm

Prof. Jandhyala B G Tilak
Former Vice-Chancellor,
National University of
Educational Planning and
Administration, New Delhi.

Planning and Development of Universities

430 pm—5.30 pm

Prof. Bino Paul
Professor & Former Pro-Vice-Chancellor,
TISS, Mumbai.

Strategic Leadership in Higher Education

530 pm-6.15 pm

Panel Discussion-11

The Future of Women’s Leadership in Academia

Speakers:

Prof. Jyoti Chandiramani
Director, Symbiosis School of
Economics, Pune

Prof. A. Ganesh Kumar, Professor
IGIDR, Mumbai

Prof. Nirja Mattoo
Hon.Visiting Prof. S.P. Jain Institute of
Management & Research, Mumbai.

Dr.S.P.Sangeetha

Vice Principal (Academics)
Aarupadai Veedu Institute of
Technology, Tamil Nadu

Moderator : Dr. Bharti Nandwani
Assistant Professor, IGIDR

7.30 pm —9.30 pm

Director’s Dinner — Red Square
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Day 03- November 13, 2025 (Thursday), Venue: Conference Room

Career Growth, Networking & Legacy

10.00 am—11.00 am

Prof. Padmakumar Nair

Thapar School of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Thapar Institute of Engineering &
Technology, Patiala, Punjab.

Career Development Pathways for Women in HEIs

11.00 am - 11.30 am

ea/Coffee Break

11.30am—12.30 pm

Dr. Chhabilendra Roul
Administrative Member of the
Central Administrative Tribunal
(CAT), Delhi.

Governance, Law and Administrative Justice

12.30 pm— 1.30 pm

Dr. S.M. Pujar
Chief Librarian, IGIDR, Mumbai.

Generative Al in HEI's: Adoption and Literacy

1.30 pm - 2.15 pm

Lunch Break - Cafeteria

2.15pm—-3.15pm

Prof. Jyoti Chandiramani

Dean, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences Director, Symbiosis
School of Economics Head,
Symbiosis Centre for Urban Studies
(SCUS), Pune.

Higher Education and Social Transformation: Women at
the Helm

3.15 pm-3.30 pm

Tea/Coffee Break

330pm—4.30pm

Dr. Prem Kumar
Registrar, SRM University, AP

Financial Accountability and Transparency: A Key
dimension of Ethical Leadership

4.30 pm—5.15 pm

Panel Discussion-ITI

Aligning Human Resource Practices with Gender Equity
and the SDG Agenda in Higher Education

Speakers:

Dr. Prem Kumar, Registrar, SRM
Univ.Andhra Pradesh

Prof. Vijay Laxmi Pandey, Professor, IGIDR,
Mumbai

Prof. Deepti Pandita, Professor, Delhi
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences &
Research, Delhi

Dr. Gunjan Rajput, Registrar, Rishihood
University, Haryana

Dr Anubha Ray, Dean of Alumni & Student
Affairs, Birla Global University,
Bhubaneswar

Moderator : Dr. Jai Mohan Pandit,
Registrar, IGIDR

7.30 pm —9.30 pm

Dinner — Cafeteria
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Day 04- November 14, 2025 (Friday), Venue: Conference Room

Valedictory Ceremony

930am—11.30 am

Valedictory Ceremony Welcome and Chair:
Prof. Basanta K. Pradhan

Director and Vice-Chancellor, IGIDR

Co-Chair:
Prof. Pankaj Mittal
Secretary-General, Association of Indian Universities

Women Leadership Program Summary:
Program Coordinator: Dr. Jai Mohan Pandit
Participants Reflections

Valedictory Address:

Dr. Vidya Yeravdekar

Pro Chancellor, Symbiosis International (Deemed

University)

(Women in Higher Education Leadership — Global & Indian
Perspectives)

Certificate Distribution

Vote of Thanks: Dr. Ranjana Jha, IGIDR.

11.30 am

High Tea
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